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By use of proxies, the organization was formalized and the 
items transacted at the Florida meeting were made a part of the 
official action, with the understanding that some changes 
would be necessary and logical as the organization developed. 
Incorporation requirements were completed and the NIPS was 
duly registered in the state of Wisconsin on August 26, 1962. 
Charter members were accepted up to September 1, 1963, some 
with lesser experience and tenure than is now required of new 
members. This was done not to gain more members but to meet 
any criticism that a select group was keeping others with farm 
safety experience from joining. The original constitution is still 
the governing instrument of this corporation, and only a few 
minor changes have been made since the original was 
approved. 

The organization is also identified as nonprofit and holds a 
501(c)(3) classification under the Internal Revenue Code. This 
classification was approved in the fall of 1964 after several 
months of negotiation with the Internal Revenue Service. The 
newly incorporated organization had no startup funds. In the 
same spirit in which the safety movement had developed, 
Swanson and Adams each contributed $100 from personal 
funds to start the organization's first checking account. 

The process of developing and approving the constitution 
and bylaws was, in itself, a learning process for NIPS members 
at that time. The organization had 17 years of experience to 
draw on in addition to a core group of leaders that had been 
with the movement since its inception in 1945. These factors 
resulted in a dynamic start for NIPS and account for its resolu­
tion of purpose and clearly defined mission and goals. 
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NIFS PRESIDENTS 

I Jorval J. Wardle 1962-63 Gair W. Young 
Randall C. Swanson 1963-64 David E. Baker 
Wilbur E. Stuckey 1964-65 Richard A. Beyer 
Edward S. Adams 1965-66 Robert A. Aherin 
1 Vard H. Cross 1966-67 Douglas C. Sommer 
( lrdie I. Hogsett 1967-68 Glen Hetzel 
l :ollin D. Schnieder 1968-69 Dennis Murphy 
( )rrin I. Berge 1969-70 Gary L. Downey 
l'.R. Willsey 1970--71 Thomas Bean 

I lelbert L. Ekart 1971-72 Michael Blankenship 
( )rdie L. Hogsett 1972-73 David Finney 
] rmes L. Williams 1973-74 Gary Smith 
c ;ary Erisman 1974--75 Murray Madsen 
' 'homas E. Richardson 1975-76 John Pollock 
l :aymond W. Forsythe 1976-77 William Becker 
J .arry D. Williams 1977-78 Bradley Rein 
l :en B. Bullard 1978-79 

NIFS SECRETARIES 

Randall C. Swanson 1962-1969 
Donald V. Jensen 
David E. Baker 

1970--1984 
1984--Current 

1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 

1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990--91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994--95 
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